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Preface
This issue of the European Journal of Combinatorics is the second devoted to the domain of
discrete metric spaces. The considerable interest aroused by this area of research around the
world comes from recent noticeable theoretical advances, as well as from many applications
in domains such as graph theory, optimization, operations research, classification, chemistry
and many others.
The present volume assembles contributions from a group of authors working on the sub-
ject, including a selection of papers presented at the Third International Conference ‘Discrete
Metric Spaces’ held at the Centre International de Rencontres Mathe´matiques (CIRM), in the
beautiful site of the campus of Marseilles-Luminy, on 15–18 September 1998. The confer-
ence was organized by Michel Deza, Bernard Fichet and Alain Gue´noche, and supported,
among others, by the CIRM, the Socie´te´ Mathe´matique de France, the Centre National de
la Recherche Scientifique and the Ministe`re de l’ ´Education Nationale, de l’Enseignement
Supe´rieur et de la Recherche.
Walter Deuber, who was a guest editor of the previous issue (Vol. 17, n◦ 2/3, 1996), strongly
impulsed the discrete metric spaces area of research until he passed away during the month of
July. He also participated in the preparation of this volume.
Michel Deza
Bruno Leclerc
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